required three hundred columns.   Though
it had been customary to  take columns
from the Christian churches, in the same
way  as  the  Christian  builders  of Italy
utilised  columns  of the  classic temples,
Ahmed ibn Tulun was not at all pleased
with the suggestion and hence the work
of building this  noble  edifice  was  held
back until an architect undertook to build
the   mosque   without   a   single column.
According to some writers, this architect
was a Christian formerly employed by the
Amir, but was then in prison.    He agreed
to build the finest mosque in the world
without using a single column.    This  so
pleased Ibn Tulun that he not only par-
doned the architect but also gave him
a handsome reward and entrusted him
with the work.    It is needless to say that
in place of columns, brick piers cased in
plaster were used.    Concerning the origin
of these brick piers, the present theory is
that they were copied from the Mosque
at Samara in Mesopotamia.    Since  the
childhood of Ahmed ibn Tulun was spent
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